



"HKD, ROBERT S. (continued) 

Golden Book of American Friendship 

tsSiet Russia Today, 11/37, P* 79) 

•In Defense of the Bill of Rights 

(tokens, of the BUI of Bight., e circular, p. 2) 

••League of American Writers runornrTT wmrT 

Signer, Open Letter to Secretary CORDELL HULL 

and the Pan-American Conference 

Daily Worker 7/31/40, p 7 

•Letter protesting Ban on Communists in 
American Civil Liberties Union 

^Daily Worker, 3/19/40, p. 4) 

•national Bsergenop Confe^nce fcr D mocratic Rigbte 
Signer of open letter on DIES Committee 
(Daily Worker, 5/13/40, pp 1> 5) 

•Open letter to American liberals 

(Daily Worker, 2/9/37, p* 2) 

Columbia University Professor 

•Open Letter to American liberals 

^ Soviet Russia Today, March 1937, pp K.-J-5) 

•Open: Letter to See Masses co 

COTraLttee for the Defense of LEON TOMSKT. 

(Not* M asses, 2 Ah/37, p. 2)* 


UPON COMPLETION TO THE CWkS'OP 1 










i 


% 


» » 


% 



77 - 391 $ 


NEW YORK, N.I. 
JUKE 17,1942 


C9 


INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION 


ROBERT STAUGHTo/ LIND OEM SPECIAL' INQUIRY. APPLICANT NAS StfPLOIED BI^ 


INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS RESEARCH, FOUR NAUGHT T30 WESCTLRE^g 



BUILDUP, MUNCIE, INDIANA DURING TWBNTYFOUR. HE IS PRESENTLY PROFESSOR QF ; 
SOCIOLDGT COLU BIA UNIVERSITY, N.Y.C. AND AUTHOR OF FAMOUS BOOK • MIDDLETOWN", 
HE IS CARRIED ANB V:AS BORN ON SEPTEMBER TWNETYSIX, EIGHTEEN NINETYTJTO AT NEf ^ 
ALBANY, INDIANA. " MIDDLETOWN" IS AUEGED TO BE SOCIOIOGICAL STUDY OF MUHCIe| 

INDIANA. 

EOZWOREB 

CCs BUREAU 
REC. 12 NOON 
CO . 12*20 P.K. 
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NEfi YORK, K.T 
JUNE 17,1942 
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IEKVER field DIVISION 

ROBERT STAOOHTON^EIWD OEM SPECIAL IWJBIKI. APFLICAHT WAS EBPWIED IS 

mvBtsm twenties, bt the prbsbytebiah Hans board, elk basim, wiomibo^ 
ms nJ he was student op theolost. he is presents professor 

OOLDUBIA DWVBSm, H1C ABD AUTHOR OF PAROUS BOOK ■ laDDLSTOIffl-. BE IS 
HARRIED At® WAS BORN OH SEPTEMBER IdBRSU, EIGHTEEN 
INDIANA. 



FarwottH 


CCt BUREAU 
rec. 12 Noon 
cob* 12:40 P.U. 
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ROBERT STAUGKTON LYND 
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ROBERT STAUGHTOU IM) was barn on September 26, 1892, 
in New Albany, Indiana* His father was a bank president 
in New fork City. He attended college at Princeton, N*J*, 
being graduated with an A*B* degree in 1914* From 1914 
to 1918 he was in the Editorial Department of the 
Publishers Weekly, New York City, at $150 per month, and 
from here entered the Army* Satisfactory. Following the 
War he became Advertising Manager in Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York City, Publishers, at $4,000 per annum. 

In 1919 he went with B. W. Huebsch, New York City, 
Publishing House, at $3,000 per annum, resigning in 
September, 1920 to enter seminary. Satisfactory. Entered 
Union Theological Seminary, New York City, in September, 
1920, and was graduated with a B«D. degree in May, 1923. 
Scholastic and attitude records were satisfactory. During 
1919, 1920, 1921 and 1933 he attended classes at the New 
School for Social Research, New York City, and attended 
Columbia University Graduate School, New York City, 
intermittently from 1921 to 1931, receiving a Ph.D. 
degree in Sociology in June, 1931* Employed by Common- 
wealth Fund, New York City, from April, 1926 to July, 

1927, as Research Supervisor, at $5,000 per annum. 
Satisfactory. Employed by Social Science Research 
Council, New York City, from November, 1927 to July, 

1931, as Secretary, at $10,000 per annum. Satisfactory. 
Employed by Columbia University from July, 1931 to present 
as Prof esso^fSociology, at $9,000 per annum. Satis- - 
factory^HHIHPdeclaro him to be of excellent 
personal habits,, exemplary character, liberal in his views. 
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REFERENCE: 


a reformer by nature but loyal and patriotic* Wrote 
''Middletown", in collaboration with his wife. Professor 
Helen Kerrell Iynd of Sarah Lawrence College* Reputed 
to be impractical, wishful thinker by type, and alleged 
radical* "Leftist" associations and activities set forth*. 
No criminal record. New York City. Credit rating, Naif 
York City, "fair". 

- RUC - 

Bureau letter to the New York Field Division, dated 
February 21, 1942* 






DETAII5: 


AT NEBT YORK CITY, 


*11. 








education 








the Registrar's Office of the Union 

r, , . n o T~^pminarv and Broadway, New York City, N.Y., made 

Theologi^Se^n^,^^ b t ^ scholastic record and personnel card 

of 3 ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND while he was a student at this institution of > 
Thesfrecords revealed that IYND was born September 26, 
in New Albany, Indiana j his parent was listed as Mr. S. B. Iynd, and his 
address given as that of President of the Industrial Bank, New York City, ^ 
N.y! LIND’S prior education before entering the Seminary was given as a 
, + 0 f Princeton University, Princeton, N.J*, With a degree of A*B* 

SSceion d£I5 the years 1910 to 1914, and hie degree 
* Z Ju»7l914. He entered the Seninary on September > 
22* 1920,. and while at the institution hie scholastic record was emeUent. 

described as being an enthusiastic and cooperative student* He ^ 
received a degree of Bachelor of Divinity on Ifey 15, 1923.. .: During ,»p 
h^was 6 affiliated with the Institute of Social and Religious Research, at^ 

Western Reserve Building, liuncie, Indiana. 88 ~ f^SeSileM^ 
f* . ^ a at various times at the New Schoolfor Social ^Rese^xcE^ 

C ± !y ptot 1914 to 1918 LIND was with the Editorial Department ^ 

S S MuSS Weekly^ these records fortjjr 
Managing Editor of this publication during the years 1916 to 1919^ Frc^jg 
disposition he entered the Arny, and after 

iSh Charles Scribner's Sons, Publishers, New York City, as the Advert is^ 
Manager in the Book Department. After leaving this organization with a 
crnnd record in 1919 ho went with the firm of B# W# Huebsch* Puttifitora 

here he left to enter the above »»tion^|»o^ 

Seminary*. 

* In 1922, while still a student at Union, 

for Hamers Magazine, and also for the Survey Graphic of November,-1^22^ 
entitled 6 "Crudf Oil Religion”. TM*.»rti£», 
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entitled "Crude Oil, Its Human Costs”. These articles, the record further UJ 
■went on, were the result of his experiences in Elk Basin, Wyoming, where , 
he spent a summer as a student minister of the Presbyterian Home Board in 
that region. 


Mr. LIND was further described in the record as married at the 
present time, and his wife a Wellesley Graduate and the holder of a Phi r ; 
Beta Kappa key. . 






It was further ascertained from the theological school records 
that lirs. LYND also attended Columbia University as a candidate for a 
doctorate in history, and she was described as a charming individual. 


am 


LIND was always considered by Union to be worthwhile, open- 
minded, keenly intelligent, fearless but tactful, and forceful without 
being opinionated. He also was described as the author of the highly 
acc 1 aimed book entitled "Middletown”, which was written in collaboration 
with his wife, Helen Merrill lynd. This particular work was a dissection % 
of a typical small American city and came from the presses in 1929* It 
was a smashing sociological hit. Dr. LIND also wrote "Middletorouin 
Transition”, a sequel to the aforementioned book, and this reached the presses^ 
in 1937. His wife, Mrs. LIND, is a Professor of Sociology at Sarah 
Iawrence College, Bronxville, New York, it was further ascertained from 
these files* 


the Registrar's Office of the New 

School for Social Research, bb lest 12th Street, New York City, N.Y., made, 
available to the writer LIND’S record while he was a student at the afore- 
mentioned school. These records disclosed that LYND attended courses at 
the school during 1919, 1920, and 1921, studying "Current Type Economic 
Theory and the Objective Study of Social Relations". He also attended a -g 
course in t he Apprentice Theater which was given at the New School during 
the fall of 1933. His former employers were listed on the School records 
as the Publishers Weekly, Charles Scribner' and Sons, and B. W. Biebsch,Inc 
At the latter enterprise LIND was described as having worked on the 
tion "Freeman". 


publica^ 


— 







^>f the Graduate School, Columbia 

University, BroadvJSy, few York City,^de available to the writer LYND'S:g 
record while he was a student at Columbia University. These records dia-| 
closed that he attended Columbia from September, 1921 to June, 1922, 
also during the summer session of July to August, 1922. He also took- 
courses At this institution from September, 1922 to June, 1923, and attend 
summer sessions from July to August, 1929. He re-entered Columbia ki-Sept 
ber 1929, and attended to and throughout January, 1930* During the aro: 
mentioned years LIND took courses in Sociology, and as a result of these 
studies received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy -in Sociology on June 

1931* 
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N.Y., advised the writer 
for well over twenty years. 
World War and while 

New York City, N.Y. 

and that Mrs. LYND his wxxe 




hi ' H 


[New York Cityj 

it he has known LYND as a colleague and friend 
He stated that he met him soon after the , 
at the Union Theological School! 
“stated that LYND is happil^^ 

"is an extraordinary woman who is presently 



Professor of Sociology at Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville,g.Y^ 
stated that both jj^Jj^niUrs. Iynd were high type 

Princeton graduate jflHMPieclared, and is an individual of jejy tender 

conscience! FollowS^h^ar and the terrible consequences_^^^te^ 
went on, LYND became a disillusioned individual and thoughtth||||j|^ 
help his fellow men by entering the ministry. Consequently^|^^^^p ’ 
declared LYND left a lucrative position in the publishing business to 
ftieolokcal school^llBistated that he did not think that IZNDjprj 
^rted 2 a par£h a^SSSt minister, and he belie vest hatLYNDhadg 
left the ministry because he was dissatisfied with it and ^houghtthat he^ 
could be of better servio^^u^fiOgj^nieii in a teaching position. Af^er* 
ko ipft the ministry JflHlMHWcieclared , LYND took a position with, 
the Institute of SociSffi^SigS^esearcK, in New York City, N.Y., ar s 
from this position, because of his ability and knowledge, he was invited^ 
become a member of the Socia l Science Re search Council, in N^ York City^. 
This was about the year l^'^BRBP^nt on to say, and ^D kept this^ 
position until 1931, when h^esignedto accept a permanent Professorship^ 
in Sociology at Columbia University, as he recalled. 

^stated that both the Iynds are intensely 
intere sted in the Masses and how they live. He stated further that IYND 
"is not the executive type of individual, but is more qualified in research 
a nd has a n evangelical attitude on everything. Whenonespeaksto him, - 
on, he is very much reminded of Vice President WaUace, ; ^ 
ismucJT as T.TND ar d the Vice President seem to be heim from the typa 

of to ck^flliHEtated that the Iynds have two young children, and .that^ 

of excellent personal habits, holds the respect 

reputation in New York City. As a matter of fact^BBHii^^^“ ecJ 
LYND is the finest character whqn^j^jgows, and as a •. 

amity. Itow^rili^declared. this 
times to plunge ifatb the middle of things ifithout 
he has always the end in mind to be attained and^ 
about the means of attaining it. His great 

causes him always to be protecting the under-dog, an|^^^^^see *, 
slightest freedom he will do his utmost to 

!t tte present timeJBBBPrent on, LIND teaches Sociology, and 
family problems iTS^^^S declared that in this of 

LYND is veiy well known and enjoys the highest 
well as the general reading public and student bodies. , 


situations 
stresset 
siologj 
colleagues. 
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LYND'S loyalty to this country^HHB” 18 ^ ° n ' is 1 un J uesti ° 5 ^fe 
As a matter of fact, he declared, LYND is very critical of people because ; 
they do not live up to the true democratic ideas and, although he loves th 
TZ.Z thoroughly^ he is always striving to make it better and abetter 
for peopl e to live in. He has absolutely no Fascist tendencies whats . 
MMfkvent on, and as far as he knows has never been a member of the 
P arty and is not the type to join such an . organization. 

tipd98fe’fs*s r 

L “srifilfcr •£££ .“ja 

further • declared, LYHD is always preaching righteousness, and t^|p 
at times to be intemperate and impatient of other people. 

■stated in conclusion, in his estimation HOT is s i n ceS deSrf to^« 
oi this country, and has a genuine interest and sincere desire to 


Ithel 


citi 
others. 


help? 




people* 


_ jNew York 

, mV— sra*ori the TenortSi^Lgent that he has lasown ^OBERT LYOT for 

Tziih 

iiBl %£5i srsras 

ratic freedom. This love for freedom and his defense of . other^ind^^M 

“W ss ss-st ssrinssrsyps^i 

L^ la^ aS ^ c c&. 

•3SSS 

free from the^slightest tinge of derogation. -r_Mrs, Iynd herse 

1 ! a Professor of Sociology at Sarah Iawrence College a 

Sloes-t L^SoSc^aSut he? he went on, Mrs. lynd 
tion of being a "liberal". V 

spite of his extremely liberal views on things, however, - 
stated, LYHD is definitely not a Communist, and as far as he 
s had no connection with the Comt|||g^M|g>r any so-called, 
of this organisation* Rather than «hat||^|||^ed> ^ 
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100 percent American who firmly believes in the Constitution of the ^^|||| 
JStS riSovS he believes that It Is to be interpreted an a. luosral fashiogj 



repeated the statement that many people might beli| 

that LOST^a-*?^ d^edrand^a^sulll 

a^SfdsaS to <* freedom of Russians, W ^ 

things, never realizing what the connection of these petitions 
subversive organizations in this country. - - 


^^^^^^^^^^^wstated that at no time has LSND been in any. d iff i- 
^ultie^^KKaculty of the University, a^ that they consider him 
capable, intelligent, and a valuable asset to the Faculty. , 



clared , in conclusion, that he would recommend _ ^ 
Dr the Federal Government because of his rgutati^ 

persoral character, and loyalty to the United States, and declared that he 
Sight best describe LI® as a "defender of freedom'. 


--'a'-v 




Fife* York' 


N.T., advisee 


known Dr. BOHEKF S. 


of this tendency on 


Wife! 


LEND since, 
liac 

\jiia */ ijxiu/ ++*- — '* 7 3!USS| 

SBiSS^^ESsVS SiHi-i’S.™ S ‘Si 

of this tendency on his > At the time that LSI© came withf^ 

■ ---g-£-!re bafbjiist^finiahed hi^reviea of "Middleto, 

- v %x&2s£BBBS^& 

famous book, "Jiddletown College.- Mrs. Iynd as well as 

Professor ton an extra ordinary woman; Theyarebc 

Professor himself^^p^eciareu^^ sta ted^_but not what would be con- 
liberal and visionary LSND was _ 

sidered radical. As ^|^^H9^sri 0 n as a permanent! 

the! 

declared that LSI© hamself is very speaks too much, however 

•these lines, and ethers of a social -Bants all life to be sweetnessf 

^Hasnt on, and is has no use tf&L 

str,^ te r “ ican ^la 


veryg 








. j / -V.V jt J-l *? ,, 1 m i ft -i VaL-^ Jd. 
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LYND has never been connected with the Communist Part, 
and is not the type to stand for such an or* a £^ 10 » 
in his estimation LYND is another Charles A. ^eard, and xs 
the opinion of very many people. His staunch moral 
have made LYND always sympathetic for the under g ,. 

SnD is not the aggressive or executive type and is strictly 
the mind and not in that of action* 

^^^^^Burther stated that he does not know why Professor^E^^^ 

left the^^t one of the reasons^t j,^ 

action was that Urs. Iynd xs a ve V ^f e ^■■^H^Bneclared that 

himself could not see her as a minister s wxfe ^■*jj^ daught e r o 

the IYHDS have two children, a oy further ascertained from^^ 

eighi. Dr. LW'S re^tatr.n a^ ran rt f*X*tL*# *-ng ^ . 

, is excellent, and he xs we ug ‘ to be a member of a ;1 

of this science. He is toosj^d,h ty nd g ^ ible that h e might 

subversive organxzatxon|^ppBt' a ted, alt 6 h e "fronts" for subversive 

have joined groups of and u ~s 

groups. DIND Is strictly an sSSSP ” fdnong the many books which HMD , 

inteUigent aj| | |^oellent^bl^ d Pe toimn ^ „ lflj 5| letOTn ^ Transition'', and , ^ 
has writtenj(pi*ne t , was wrong in the social science , 

2TSSS tfo^Tseri:^ lectures delivered at jotos Hopkins University. _§ 

on to state that HMD is arefomer.andisalways : ';s|J 

striving WWIKTcation of poverty and^diseas e^from^the^Unl ted^States, 

although in his est^ataon^he "• f W 

lines. He xs a fxrm belxe «____«+■» nn for » nositio^mth the Federal 

^nTt^e rflS character, ability, affability, and his knowledge 
of Sociology. 

itated, is just like Professor LIND himself,. 

IS her ideas, especially along intellectual line| 

stated in conclusion, that he might describe LYND as al 
■ 1 1 i h he desires to go farther than the present adndmstratxon|| 

SfSS™! HeTs the type, he further stated, that is always out, 
to help people and to right abuses if he possibly can. 


Mrs. 

although is more tough he; 





mfPIQYMENT ■ 

■■ V . _ V 

,f the Publishers Weekly, and the R. R4S 

^150.00 per ^ the pres egitl^flft t here are no records.,^ 

of the organxaation, axtiwugh^^ time^lilVwent on, LYND was a young? 

[ indicating this enployment ■ - 0 £ making up the 

I f Allow iust out of Princeton University, ajtt : was on 
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, + an( , rheckin? the_stories which were then inserted. , 
magazine, assembling it, and checkingijg-^ this time on 

Ke was a very intelligent young ^|Bj|^Bj||||L eclare d that LIND’S if 
has become a prominent figure m NewT5r^ ^P|d frQm a financia i - 

father, S. B. Iamd, was President igiJHflflktated, LIND was pro- 
standpoint was a very successful nan. In remained inf^ 

-** to the position of ^"^/^/^kted States ^ 
thts P^J^Lr^ declared 9 that IiTO had a fine personality in those ;daOT 

i r ?is&L 

inasmuch as he has not seen hi* 

for over seven years. 


! «8 



New York City, 


Charles Scribner's Sons, 
N.I., advised the reporting agent that at 

* — L !Xte 1U«+ 


^7i ***• - ^ TYND f S employment with that organxza— 

the present time t^e^are hired LIND as Advertising 


» -'*5 = i= issir: i £ - s“-“-r * 

when he came to Scribner affable pleasant, and intelligent. 

Sf*?- r^-’asrr* 1 ^* ” 


were passd. ^ those days of ^^r^rthrolder business men thoughyjajjgi 

S «s e r-hS 2dL^ in his' visas on things. 1MD mas a good talksr|fl^^ 
he was r—ner * . . M ftS timati< 


he was rather radical in is thoroughly loyal and a . 

went on, a clear thinker, and see n LIND for years, however, 4 

patriotic American. He stated that h ^ titude on things has pej^j sted during 

io r b a e n L P eicsUent smploysa. vary alert in hismannar| 
iSugh he Ls jfthsr impatient mith many of th. methods. 


; . •• •• . ^ f V. 's'V p * 

5f the B, TT. Huebsch Publishing Company,; 

Ynrtc ' citv N*T** advised the reporting agent that^^ 

18 East 4»xu swtBt, New lors City,^ , 0 f L7MI!S employme nt. He stated, 4 ' 

he had no reco^||||^y^|^||||g|^HM^H^p u ^ 1919 as f " 

$3,000 per a ™* * t ^flnf but was rather small^f 

tion with c ^ r ^ t S ^ i ^ d ^roBore ab^H^Sishing business asj^ 
L eved that he^ould learn r of a ^rge publishing hopsep 

iftltTd LYW cam tn h im and he "taught him the rppe^ 

— . ^ — S5n ^ Si h h^jHllBwent on, LIND’S position was ^ 

of the business'*. Ihile with ^ ^ At this timej 

fc. 3 ^ 9 WO% father^nas "JfZ City, and 

TtsJgZiFSZ fr» somaplaoe in the ni^at, either fro. . Mg 


tion wi/on 

tYNIMje^eved that he c 


. V; :.vlV-s 
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i* 


or J nHi A naMMJU^stated that LYND remained with^|^JH^intil September,® 
1920, vrhenLYN^told him that he desired to enter the ministry as he though 
this wasth^gest calling in which to serve mankind and society. As a re? 
of thi^HHftstated , he accepted LIND’S resignation, and since this|tim|| 
has been associated with him on a casual basis, jj 

Istated that LIND is liberal in his views on things|fig M 

person o f-exce!Uenj^iahit s and character, and of unquestioned loyalty^to the! 
United State s^(jB(^ta ted that he would recommend LIND for a position 
with the Government, from a standpoint of his character and loyalty as he 
knows it. 


• - - • .. 

A check by the reporting agent at the office building located at 
370 Seventh Avenue, New York City, N« Y. , which formerly housed the defunc" 
Institute of Social and Religious Research, met with negative results con- 
cerning any information as to this organization — Dr . LIND was alle g edly *** 
nloved by this Institute from 1923 to 1926 ^ 

^jBHB^of the building, stated he had no remembrance of the Institute ai 
TSSSedge as to when they went out of business, "13 




and fl^^HHIV 0 f the Blockton Realty :^ 
.venue , IteT^orlH!rty^J?Y7^drtsed the reporting agent* 


Company, 

that the building located at 370 Seventh Avenue, New 

York City^K^ha^heir files failed to disclose any information concern-’ 
ing the Institute of Social and Religious Research or Hr. Galen M. Fisher, JfjU 
who was the Director of the Institute, 


>f the Commonwealth Fund, 41 East 

57th Street, New York City, N. I., advised the reporting agent that a check 
of his record revealed that ROBERT S. LIND had been employed by the Fund, 
from Aoril/l926 to July, 1927, as a Research Supervisor, at $5,000 per 
annumflHHjwstated that LIND was hired to work on an educational re 
pro j ec^^SRs such supervise^^^^^Aional research and study of the 
methods of teaching. His workf|H^ent on, was verj^at^^ctory, 
he resigned from the Fund on completion of the project J^B^pstated that 
he had found LIND to be very intelligent, well educated^ind^n indivictaall 
of good personal habits. He stated," however, that "his contact ^withfLINEy 
was purely professional, but as such he had found LIND to be 
of good personality, and more the theoretical type than practical 
stated that he knew nothing concerning the political and sociological vmw 8| 
of LIND but as he recalls, LIND was rather liberal in the days when he knew j; 

the Social Science Research! 
N.Y., advised the writer that DrU 

':■■■■■ ' • • • . ; . , 



Council, 230 Par 








i. 


«toV. <£&-utii{imrQitti 
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LIND had been Secretary and Executive Director of the Council from 1927 to 
1931. She stated that he resigned to accept a Professorship at Columbia 
University, and that everybody on the Staff of the Council was sorry to sea 
him go. She stated that he had originally been elected to the position ofj 
Secretary by ™mr learned citizen s throughout the country which make up the 
SsSrd^Co ^^U||||||^^ ent on t0 ^ that LIND was an adndnistra 
oftS Co^cilTt^WWiriimil, and supervised various projects which we 
toSd “ the Research Council. She declared that she toe. ham as 
an employee, and found him to be very pleasant, very easy to get along *lt| 
and very professional in his make-up. * 



r 0 f the Department of Sociology, 

rolumbia University, New York City, O., advised the reporting agent that 
Professor LIND had become a member of the Staff at their UniversityinJy, 
1931 from a pos ition as Secretarv^of the Social Science Research Council 
tn vJ York that LIND is a permanent member 

of th» s taff at^^^uSersjrt^andch'aws a sala^of $9,000 
^■■Hfurther declared that LIND had been invited to become a member of 

th^Jnive 











T,n8 University Faculty on his recommendation, as he had heard of him 
vears and known him to be an excellent Sociologist. Since this timei 
declared, he has got to know LIND very well as both a friend and colleague. 

He declared that LIND gets along with people very well, is clear-cut in his 
nanner,forthri ght and str aight forward in all his views. LIND neversoft 
anvthingMBltowent on, and tells people exactly what he thinks 
when he discuss^^^^H^s with them p however in a manner which is affable 
and which does not harm hisassociation: with other people. IZND is a force-vj? 
f,i and graphic individua^HHIfurther stated. Mrs. Iynd, Profes^^ 

—is ^fofdS 

immSSl to take a day off. Host of MB'S vork. he eent on, « «tMm, the ^ 

limits of group behavior and its "spring", and his specialty is habit 
limits Oa gi-uup _ firvanriina monev. and problems of the consumer. 

consumption^socialways^f =P e ^ n |^ ^ „ p 1TO)h in the theoretical 

He stated further ttet llMD is not application of those in i : - 

P r0 “ff ?Lr ^rtheroo^^Biiktated, EOT) is of unquestioned loyalty 

versive Person.^ ^Te iHl&ntredden people.- 

Jimtuo stated that HMD has reforning .tendencies, and TO ^ S ,*° 

^Kt^ns of t^^g nan and^specially 

tic 

&£ r^r^-r^niet, he is so opposed to and-ell 

which it stands for. ... , 

^^■^■Kdvised the writer t^t I ^ 

are beyOT^S^SdS^^^^ach^s he never drinks and "scorns delights 
are oeyona tne » that LIND has had no trouble 

laborious days 








% 


m 
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whatsoever with the authorities of the University, although he has been -^$1 
very critical at times of things happening around the University. For 
instance, he was the champion whenever freedo^o^speech was denied students 
who wished to orate on particular abuses ^H||H^^id not state any parti cu^; 
lar instances of the above ^J^i^definitely a champion of the cause, at Jy 
civil rights and liberties|B^^Bstated, and his temperament is totpr^re 
any abuse of these freedoi 



/stated, in conclusion, that he would '' recbiaBwM’fi 
LYND as a consuSan^witi^he Federal Government because of his character, 
reputation, loyalty and knowledge. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

From confidential informant T-l it was ascertained that LIND is * 
a wishful thinker , and at the present time many of his ideas on how to 
improve the condition of people are impossible. Informant was not able at 
this time to give the reporting agent any example of these impossible views 
on LIND'S part. As a result of this, confidential informant doubts LIND’S 
judgment to achieve his ends. He declared that in his desire for social 
reform LIND seems to strive for impossible ideals and situations. ; i 

Confidential informant T-2 stated that LIND is definitely a ::| 
"left wing liberal". He declared that LIND sees many good things in Soviet^ 
Russia, especially the aid which this power gives to the young students and' 
the opportunities which the Soviet lays before them. ; gj 

Informant T-2 went on to state that there was a time when LIND 3® 
used to sign many petitions of so-called "front" organizations and other 
groups defending a particular freedom, but he does not sign them as pro- 
miscuously as he did at one time. T-2 stated, however, that at no time 
in his estimation would LIND sign anything unless he was very sure of it, 
as he is too intelligent an individual and too cognizant of what he is Sr jxSI 
doing at all times. 

Confidential informant T-2 further declared that LIND'S desire 
for perfectness might lead him at times to annoy a fellow colleague, but ^ 
this would be only on rare instances and is not his general attitude i 

. v:r- •. .. v jiiral 

Confidential^ ' infdr5aQt~T-2 stated that LIND“had leftrthe m: 

because he was not Orthodox in his views and had different ambitions? 

the theological field afforded him. \ 

■” • ; ’fV, 

From confidential source T-3 the following information was re- 
ceived concerning ROBERT LIND: During his days in Elk and Wo^f Basin, ': V; 
Montana, w hil e a theological student, LEND worked, pick and shovel, with 
the laborers in the northwestern oil camps in order to reach their hearts 
a nd minds and preach to them on the same- level. . • 


than 






On April 10, 1939 he published a book entitled, "Khowl^ 




... y 
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what?**. This book stated that accumulation of wisdom should be used to 
betterthe condition of nan and used to solve the economic difficulties 
of the time. In 1929 LIND, in collaboration with his wife, Helen J.Iynd, 
published the well known took entitled "Middletown", which created a 
sensation in the sociological world and which has become a classic m that 
field This book wL a fissection of a typical midwe stern community which, 
tlie^t be that of Kuncie, Indiana, although to ^"n?i^ 

the ten years. It deals with the labor situation, the growth of class fee ^ 
ing, and other subjects. 

Tn Mav 1Q37 ROBERT S. LIND was elected an officer in the Consumers« 

*»*Y* r^^tter Sl pu'Lc br^ Lerican Friend to Aid Spanish . .'I 
^“.Tb^hat a P paat or allet^ofthe HUJ. b 

a nS?aS T^ellion agKnat a legally elected govammant." 

Professor LIND iras further described by confidential source T-3 

- • f °£y r ^oflh^latlo^i L” Conference .^whicb^opposed the 
m^Sl’of M39^ ^iSng, as ^constituting a threat to the civil 
rights^native aid naturalised taericans as veil as foreigners . 

In January, 1939 a statement was made public by the College 
Teachers Union of fork, | 

SSfSrtid bSr^abers of tto Union ^Sion 

SsSSSrSaas' «=2F 

but proposed the above mentioned remedy instead of resignation. 

to naoember 1939 LIND denounced a report published by J* B. , 
Uattheus, Investigatorof the Dies oo^ttee, uherein sons coneumer group, 
irere described as "Communist transmission belts . 

Tn December, 1939 a totter was signed by Robert s. HUD and^Se?; 
^ to the Faculty ConmrLttee on Student Affoii*? 

University professors, addres i-tter requested that Earl Broader;? 

in the City Con.g. of Ne. lo^’ -£= ^^^d to apwk at the College' 
then Secretary of the Co .. rommittee ]ater refused permission# 

Civil liberties f£ SScracTand lntellect, 

^"^Tr^ssion also for Broeder to speak at tba .bov, daSg,. 
place. 


yY^ 




w 


♦ » 
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From confidential source T-4 the following information was 
received concerning ROBERT S TAUGHT ON LYND: 

His father and mother were born October 30, 1869 in Cincinna ti^ 

Ohio, and September 17, 1870 in New Albany, Indiana, respectively. 
wife, Mrs. Helen Merrell Iynd, was born March 17, 1896 at 

ROBERT S. LIND, Professor of Sociology, Columbia Oniversity,%ims 
a signer of an open letter dated February 22, 1937, addressed to "American 
Liberals”, persons approached to join the "American Committee for the Defen 
of Leon Trotsky". This letter asked individuals if they wanted, to ally the 
selves with a group which has supported the progressive movement undertaken! 
by the Soviet Union under the Five-Year Plan and the Soviet Foreign Policy 
of Peace and International Understanding, and other achievements respected 
by Liberals throughout the world. 

In 1938 ROBERT S. LYND, Professor of Sociology, Columbia Universit 
was listed as a member of the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board of '* 
the Institute for Propaganda Analysis, Inc*, 132 Horningside Drive, New 
York City. 

On February 16, 1938 ROBERT S* LYND, Professor at Columbia Univej 
was listed as an officer of The American Council on Public Authorities, 20. 
Besey Street, New York City. 

On March 4, 1938 LYND was the signer of a letter published in the 
Daily Worker, to Borough President, Stanley M. Isaacs, complimenting him forj 

his "courageous action" in standing by his appointment of S* W« Gerson, ~ 

formerly a Daily Worker reporter, to a a post on his staff. This letter 
further endorsed Mr. Isaacd 1 action in refusing to dismiss Gerson from a 
public service merely because of his membership in a political party. 

In 1940 ROBERT S. LYND was one of sixty-two signers of a pamphlet 
entitled "In Defense of the Bill of Rights". This pamphlet protested the^ ;;; 
fact that serious efforts are being made by the United States Government*^:; 
to silence and suppress the Communist Party. In this same year a leaflet 
entitled "In Defense of Civil Rights" was distributed around the campus of#*' 1 
the University of Washington, devoted to the defense of the Communist Party: 
and to condemn the Government for indicting Earl Browder and Sam Dosey, 

One of the signers, of this pamphlet wasI»mT..S^.I^,.Coltwa^^^4'!rer ^^ * 

The of Dr. ROBERT S. LYND, Professor of Sociology, ColumBia) 

University, appeared in the October 7, 1940 issue of the Communist ; papw$$M 
"Daily Worker", as one of eight Columbia University professors who challenge^ 
President Butler, of that University, in his "support war or . get' out*, e dirtj” 

: .• ' , •• 

ROBERT S. LIND is a member of the Executive Comrttteeofthe 
"Portland, Oregon Emergency Council for Democratic RightsflffOn Decfember %,•. 

. 1940 this organization protested by a public 
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well known Communist, was arrested by the Portland, Oregon Police Department. 

On December 6, 1940 Professor ROBERT S. LIND was listed as a ;| 
sponsor of the meeting of the American Committee for Friendship with the 
Soviet Union, with headquarters at 75 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N*Y#.^r|j 

The December 23, 1940 issue of the Daily iiorker listed Professor^ 
ROBERT S. LYND,- Columbia University, as a member of the Board of the V. v '.; 
w American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom". 

Xn February, 1941 Dr. and Mrs. ROBERT IYND were listed as members n 
of the m New York Conference for Inalienable Rights". 

In March, 1941, from a reliable confidential source, it was learned: 
that ROBERT LIND was connected with the "Twentieth Century Fund". Ke was 
a signer of the "Golden Eook" prepared by the Communist Party containing 
eulogies to the Soviet Union on its Twentieth Anniversary in 1927. He was 
a supporter of the Consumers Union, and a supporter of S. ¥• Gerscn. 

In this same year Professor ROBERT LIND, of New York City, was 
listed as a sponsor of the 'National Conference of Cultural Liberties in 
America". 

ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND was listed as a sponsor of the "National 
Committee for Academic Freedom". 

A reliable confidential source, who was well acquainted with 
ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND, considers him as being "leftist" in his views, and 
would definitely label him as a "fellow traveler". 

From Confidential Source T— 5 it was learned that ROBERT S. LYND, 
Professor of Sociology, was listed as a member of the Board of Directors of ‘v 
the Institute of Propaganda Analysis, Inc., 132 Mdrningside Drive, New York "" 
City. The money to finance this Institute was provided by the Good Will 
Industries, Inc., a charitable organization financed by the late Edfard A* 

Filene, 

ROBERT S. LYND wrote the forward to the book entitled "Revolt 
against War", by H. C. Engelbrecht, who also wrote the book "Merchants of 
Death". This book concerns the causes, conduct, and results of .modern ,,^£§~r 
warfare as well as the agitation and propoganda in connection with war. Sif. 

From this source it was learned that some officials of the 

Institute for Propoganda Analysis, Inc. have been described as being given 
to "Leftist tendencies". 

ROBERT S. LYND and his wife signed an open letter to President 
Roosevelt urging democratic rights for foreign born in January, 1941, und^rg^ 
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the letterhead of the American Committee for Protection of the Foreign ~ w 
Born, 79 Fifth Avenue, New York City. This letter protests the Hobbs 
Concentration Camp Bill, the denying of jobs to Americans of foreign 
birth, the activities of the Department of Justice in needlessly arrest- 
ing and detaining without bail non-citizens whose status the Department^ 
itself pledged itself to remedy, deficiencies in our naturalization 
processes, the action of the Department of Justice in acting .to se^urejg 
cancellation of naturalization for political attitudes, and i^lanat^ryj^v 
statements from official quarters tending to connect the foreign born with 
"Fifth Column activities". 

ROBERT S. LYND was listed as one of the sponsorsof a meeting ^ 
held under the auspices of the American Comnittee for Friendship with the ^ 
Soviet Union on November 15, 1940, for "American Soviet understanding", 
in New York City. 

R OBE RT S. 1YND was listed as a member of the "American-Russian 
Institute for Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union, Inc." This organi- 
zation was formerly known as the "American Society for Cultural Relations 
with Russia (USSR)", organized in the United States on December 12, 1926. 

This organization has worked, and apparently still works closely with the 
Soviet Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, Mosco w, ^ 
Russia. 

The names of ROBERT S. LYND were found in the New York office of'Sg 
the National Federation of Constitutional Liberties. 

Confidential source T-5 further revealed the names of Dr. and 
Mrs. ROBERT S. LYND, of Central Fark, Tfest, New York City, N.Y., were given 
as subscribers to the fu n d known as the McAvoy Fund, ihis fund was for 
Clifford McAvoy, and was sponsored by the New York Conference for Inalien- 
able Rights. McAvoy is Vice-President of this Conference, which has for i 
alleged purpose National equality, protection of foreign born, civil rights 
of Communists, rights of labor, etc. Prior to the Russian invasion by the/ 
German Amy on June 22, 1941, this group demanded legislation to safeguard 
the rights of men in the Armed Forces, and advocated legislation to protect 
the peace of the United States. After the invasion it advocated increase o. 
defense efforts for the defeat of Hitlerism. r 




Wr 


Helen Merrell Iynd was a signer of the 1939 call of the Thirdjl 

Congress of American Rights, an alleged Communist dominated group. She a: ^ 

signed the call of the Fourth Congress of this group in. 1941, at New York City, 




: 

HCND 


From confidential informant T*^> it was ascertained that the 
family have the reputation of being "reds and Communists", among the othe 
individuals in the house r where they live. Bifcrmant T-6 stated that alt?* 
she has never heard Mrs,.Xynd or her husband Professor LYND say anything 


althbug 
whic 
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mipht be considered un-American, it was the general impression of all that 
3 were Communistically inclined. She stated that during a. bythe 

elevator operators of the house during which time the elevator ^^ being _ ^ 
rSX the^nagement, Mr. and Mrs. LYND refused to use the elevator at all 

but insisted on walking up to their apartment. CflffS 

:. •• v * vV.^r'S 

• • .. 

- 'confidential informant T-7 stated that he has known the 

and the people who lived there were very happy under the Soviets. 



mm 


111 


family has live 1 
in the 





NEIGHBORHOOD , r SS 

p f 75 Central Park, West, New York City,N.Y, 

r ivised the reporting agent that the 12® Jf 

"that address since 1929. She stated that there are four A 
sor, his wife, and two children, respectively; 
_ anc ^^^^^^^^^^stated that the LYNDS are very high type ^ 
people Tnd n^SJ5Rtra!?^r been lodged against them. They are ; , 
individuals of good personal habits, she stated, and at present Professor^ 

mu is a Professor at ColumM^j^gjgity. He is pleasant, easy god nff i (llti 
LIKU is a rrvi-M x all jB ■■ WM ^states, as far as she knows! 

JlttSfetated that although friendly^ sort °* 

^^^Snize with the other ^ly^the Jorningand returning late at 

Sght^X steted S. 6 that they sfldom entertained in their home, and pay their | 
rent for €he most part on time# 




CREDIT AND CRIMIML 


a check p f the reco rds of the Credit Bureau of Greater New|g 
. , A n 4 -^MH^IHh^of the New York Field Division, revealed; 
52 of "Fair 11 in New York 

S. .K1ID in that eityg|J^«i«S^ 

- REFERRED upon COMPLETION to THE OFFICE CiF . 






9 




NY 77-3070 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



THE INDT&NAPQLIS FIEID DIVISION 
AT MUNCIE. INDIANA 

Will attempt to verify the employment of ROBERT . STAUGHTON IK® 
a+ + Hp institute of Social and Religious Research, 402 Western Reserve 
at the Ins ^. Indiana during 1924. This confirms the teletype lead 

SSef S’&SSS. Si *» — date 01 *“ 17 ’ 

1942. 



THE DENVER FIEID DIVISION 

AT I. IK BASIN. WYOMING 

will attempt to verify the employment of ROBERT STAUGHTON LYND 
during the early part of 1925 by the Presbyterian Home Board, of this same 
S This fonfirms teletype load transmitted to the Denver Field 
Division from New York City under date of June 17, 1,42. 



:vM- 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The identify of the persons designated as confidential informants 
in this report is as follows: 


Confidential informant T-l 
Columbia University, New York City, N. 







' : : vll: 

if Columbia -|i®f 


Confidential informant T-2 - 

University, New York City, N. Y. 

Confidential source T-3 — THE MORGUE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES, 229 
Jest 43rd Street, New York City, N.Y. 

Confidential source T-4 - MEMORANDUM to the New York Field Division Jg 
dated February 21, 1942, from the Bureau, setting out information contained in 
the files of the Bureau concerning ROBERT S. LIND. 


Confidential source T-5 — FILES of the New York Field Division. 


Confidential informant T 
West, New York City, N.Y. 

Confidential 
New York City, N.Y., t 



5 Central Park, 


. v ; '^&k- 


r 75 Central Park, West/f 
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l INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
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5/29/42 
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report made by 


6/24,25/42 


ROBERT 


STAUGKEOiAiYND 


CHARACTER OF CASS 




■rmm 


OFFICE ?0R EMERGENCY II 
SPECIAL INQUIRY :Z'£“ 


r 


■Ty&< 


\\ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


Lynd leased space from now defunct Western 
Reserve Life Insurance Company , Muncie, Indiana, 
in 1925. Uas here mouths according 

to recollection offl^^^ 0 ?® was for 
research and writing on a "typical'' American 
town. Muncie chosen due to small percentage 
of foreign element. Activity and conduct in. . 
residence hotel satisfactory. Credit and criminal 
negative, Muncie, Indiana# 






X':.. 


-HJC- 


RBFER3UCE: 


T a letvoe, dated June 17, 1942, from the Hew ' 

York Field Division addressed to the Indianapolis 

Field Division. 


A\ 


DETAILS i , V y ‘A 

•-*> r / 

-d XV 


AT MUNCIE, I ND IA N A. 




Muncie , 

|stern' Reserve|:pjg 

Life Insurance Company, 

Reserve Building in IS 4 and 1925, stated that he^_ 
remembers LYND well and that he was intimately e £- ^ 
quainted with him at the time he was here and stated^ 
that he had seen him on occasion since he had gone^| 


APPROVED and 





COPIES OF THIS 


Recalled LYND as" having come to Muncie;^-,^ 

^r^on research, Tub purpose of his missloaywagl 


AGEHT 
IH CWAAOK 


^S)- Bureau 
2 - ladiauapolis 








T^HOPTYPTwl 
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„ nd towns i n the state of Indiana for the purpos| 
S sSStlS 1 Tewhfci vo£d before «~lr a typical Africa* tow. 43* 




For this Muncie was chosen and subsequently, 

(stated,- -LIND did his research and writing in cwter8 -^R 

iw-Bcteu., - LUT! obtained nis office ciarters^e. 


Hs sociologi cal study of the town, 
fro: 

According to the latter, Muncie was chosen as the typical 

% nr.»^ - * 

United States. 

^^Jcharacterized Mr. LYHD as an intelligent, high type . * 

At the time of his occupying space in the Western Reserve 
■Bun dir a '*uncie, Indiana, for the purposes of his research and 
LYND wa*-' connected with Scribner's Magazine in Sew York City ... 

Jbe Slaioa be vac still affiliated with the Ratine firm. 

^^^^^^^^cculd not Question the Americanism and loyalty of 
/ r ZYzD be one hundred per cent American in every ^spe|t| 

■of, the Muncie, Indiana Chamber^^ 
— r — r-^ 73 — ¥Wo + Ti p Vn ei7" BOB” L 2JD well, that in his recollection 
"£ wS'iS « two occasions for the purpose of writing. 

Uhe first tisa LY1ID wrote "Middletown" , and "Middletov, 
in Transition" was written the second time, about ten years later,, _ 

, , -both. v T orks were sociological studies of Junciei Indie a* 

M«re th f 41s * test euestion in hi. mind regar»E| 

t^HSSST WtoniM and loyalty of Mr. OTD. In hie opinion he wan» 
l h »nice fellow". Information filed at the Chamber of Commerce regarding 
a nice - Uuneie disclosed that "Muncie was selected as the* 

facts ana figures classification by the Institute 

Socta^d^euSous Research of New York, in 1925". . This is the result,^ 

LYI7D’ s work. V? 




the! 


soi 


the Roberts Hotel, in "4 
. ■ . —v — Tz^jvrne 25 1942 , tt^^h^remembered Mr. LYKD but that 

Sdi^lSS! tSed tLvir’htre was anything derrogatory about 
it certainly had not come to his attention. . -V'../ , . . _ 




m 


r * * 
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the Roberts Hotel, 

Indlma, ilaU ou SunM lu f 

SS&W at the Motel -cherts *«»«**£ .£S^*mt Mr. M»p 
t recalled that sne -new notnine, - • - . a loyal- American, of hifh v 

wgatsoever and that so far as she -n ^ ‘ ^ u ^e in its employ. ■ 

type nature, and one whom tne & cvern-.,en, 

— - the Iftmcie Credit Bureau, euie 

T,mp 24 1942, and no record 

?f -? *gg Hies of tne creaii bureau on ^une o4, 

^ searen oi ^ 

v;as found# - 

f the Criminal Records Division' oi t~e 
OfficexBVi^BF , records of his division on 

Muncie Police Department ^^afecroi 
June 24, 1942 and found no record on .he nc.Be 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADS AT 

DENVER, COLORADO 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


6-18-42 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


DETAILS: 


No record of a Presbyterian Home Board at 
Elk 3asin, 'Wyoming. 

- R U C - 

This report is predicated upon a teletype from 
the New York City Field Division caiceming applicant 
which stated that applicant was employed in the 
early 20' s by the Presbyterian Home Board at Elk 
Basin, Wyoming. At this time he was a student of 
theology. 

The following persons were contacted by Agent and advised 
that they knew nothing of a Presbyterian Home Board at 
mV Basin, Wyoming and had never heard of any such or- 
ganization: 





Presbyterian Unis ter, 
Presbyterian Minister, 


P.everendl 

Cheyenne 

Reverew 

Denver, Colorado; 

Presbyterian Headquarters, Denver, Colorado; 

FRANK BLACKBURN, Sheriff, Cody, doming; 

Postmaster of Elk Basin, Wyoming. 

Due to the fact that investigation failed to reveal any 
record of a Presbyterian Home Board at Elk l&sin, Wyoming, 
this case is being referred upon completion to the office 
_of origin. 




- PEFERRED UPO^/^OUFLETIOH TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - t 1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


JULY 1, 1942 

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. INDIANAPOLIS 

0 


iSfLOYEE INVESTIGATIONS. hDVISE luether INVESTIC 
COMPLETED AND HHEN REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED. 


Mr. rolcon ^ 


m r. E. A. Tamm t 
Mr. CJ*« - 
Mr. «I»vin 
Mr. Udd 


Mr. Ni«h«N , 
Mr. ***** — 
Mr. TrtWjr _ 


Mr. •«»« _ 
Mr. eofl«9T 
Mr. 


*r. hoIImmu ( 
Mr. MeCuire _ 


Mr. ***** Tww* . 
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